Honors Experiential Learning Project Proposal Form 
Complete and submit this proposal in your e-portfolio (for those with iWebfolio portfolios) or email to honors@uc.edu (if you do not have an e-portfolio in iWebfolio). 
Basic Information
Full Name: Batsheva Ruth Serota



UC ID #: M03781025
UC Email: serotabr@mail.uc.edu
Phone: (513) 305- 4125
College: McMicken College of Arts and Sciences
Major: Double Major- Psychology & Biology; Pre- Med; English minor
Title of Project: NaNoWriMo
Expected Project Start Date: November 1, 2011
Expected Project End Date: November 30, 2011
Project Information

1. Provide a brief overview/abstract of your proposed honors experiential learning project. 
I will participate in NaNoWriMo (National Novel Writing Month) during the month of November; this involves writing an entire novel (about 50,000 words) in a month—just typing it out with no editing after. The purpose of this is simply to write for a month, without the worries of editing for grammar or making everything perfect. NaNoWriMo focuses on the integrity of the writing as well as getting all your ideas typed out and on paper immediately, for possible re- examination at a later time. According to NaNoWriMo officials, this tactic “forces you to lower your expectations, take risks, and write on the fly” (nanowrimo.org). 
2. Clearly state how each of the following elements will be exhibited in your work (refer to the first two pages of this document with the full description of what is expected in each of these areas). 
1. Substantial Content and Quality within Creative Arts Theme
The focus of this project is on writing—pure, authentic, exhausting writing. The point of this, for me, is to let go of my inhibitions—my stringent editing style, and my need for perfection—and just write on a whim, without stopping. This will allow my writing style to grow and my fear of failure when it comes to completing successful works to be diminished.
2. Connection to Academic Goals and Theories 

The integrity of bona fide writing is sometimes lost through the grammar and spelling maze. As an English minor, this is an important concept to realize as I attempt to expand my horizons and improve my writing. As a college student, I am sometimes too focused on making my writing perfect that I lose some of the genuine veracity that my writing should not lack. Hopefully this project will keep my focus on the actual writing as opposed to the nitty- gritty details of perfect structure. However, while grammar and structure are definitely important as well, they are not the point of this endeavor. However, because every work of art needs some form of structure, I am planning on researching techniques for creating a spontaneous yet organized stream- of- consciousness narration style, perhaps looking up ways to incorporate symbolism or reoccurring themes throughout my work.
3. Initiative, Independence and Creativity

Although the idea is NaNoWriMo’s, the writing is all mine. I will work alone, in writing seclusion, to complete an entire novel in a single month. While it will be difficult balancing all of my other commitments with this time- consuming project, I will strive as hard as I can to attain the 50,000 word mark without neglecting my other obligations.
4. Reflection & Dissemination

I plan to reflect on how my writing, research on stream- of- consciousness narration, and incorporation of symbolism in my work are going as I complete my novel. I also plan to post excerpts from my completed work to online Honors Program pages.
5. Advisor (list the person’s name, title, and contact information) 

Susan Marrs, Director of College Counseling and Assistant Head of School at Seven Hills, susan.marrs@7hills.org






























